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wages were a direct cause of drunkenness and irregularity of work. 'Mr
Fielding, and many others after him/ said Place,
... attributed the vices of the working people to the introduction of luxuries
among them, but in this they were greatly mistaken. He saw that in very
many cases the working people got drunk and were more dissolute in pro-
portion to the... wages they were able to earn. Hence he became an advocate
for low wages.... It is, however, true that higher wages would have been
very mischievous in the then state of society, in the state of ignorance in
which the people were, a love of distinction can scarcely be said to have had
any existence among them, and the more money they got, the more dissolute
they would have been.7
And again he wrote in 1834, * forty years ago the working people, with
very few exceptions, were to a great extent drunken, dirty, immoral,
and ignorant. He who was the best paid was the most dissolute. This is
not so now, the case with few exceptions is reversed, the exceptions are
happily on the other side'.8
High wages are rather to be regarded as a means than a cause of
idleness and drunkenness, and even in 'the then state of society9 they
contributed to the general and increasing prosperity of trade which
helps to explain the progressive diminution of social evils. Defoe was
in advance of his time in seeing the advantages of high wages. The high
price of labour he calls
... the vast hinge on which the wealth of the nation turns, and... it cannot be
the interest of England to reduce it. First... the poor are enabled to live in a
posture equal to the middling tradesmen in other countries; that many of
them do not, is owing to the luxury and extravagance of our people.... To
reduce these wages just sufficient for life would be a diminishing the publick
wealth to a degree inexpressible, and robbing England of the peculiar, which
is her honour, that her poor live better than in any other part of the world.9
That was written in 1705; twenty-one years later, he says,
.». the working manufacturing people of England ... make better wages of
their work, and spend more of the money upon their backs and bellies, than
in any other country. This expense of the poor... causes a prodigious con-
sumption both of the provisions and of the manufactures .., of our country
at home and this creates what we call inland trade.10
luxury and extravagance,* manifested chiefly in excessive drinking
and a passion for gambling, were common to all classes; there is no

